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Abiir & A She went and did —— 
- fo the word of Elyah-— 


Y His Maj ESTIES Pro. 
Z2| clamation, we are comman..- 
a J=> ||. ded co meete here this day, 
Sf Not onely to bewaile haſt 
FM fins, wherein we have con- 
| tributed to the common ca, 
lamity , and (like incendiaries) either kind- 
led,or increaſed thelare dreadful Fire in our 
great and noble City of London . But beſides 
that, we arecommanded to expreſſe ourcha- 
rity too, .in_ a Liberall Contribution to'the 
pooreſt of the Ciry,chat ſuffer molt heavily. 
Now for the firſt Duty [' of ſad Repen- 
cance 3 I thinke I ſhall need co ſay little at 
A3 this 


rol 


5 I K1NG» 


(3) 


:Krnas 19.1% _ 
And fhe went and did according tothe Word 
of Elijah,and ſbe, and he, aud her bouſe did eate 
many dayes. "xc 8. "pb 
If you aske of whom this is ſpoken-«- Icis 
ſpoken of a poore Propbet (Blijab the Tiſbbite) 
and 4 pore widow.( the Widovy of Sarepta.) 
The ___ is ſo poore, that ( wanting the 
former ſupply of meatwhich he had by a 
Raven, and the brooke Cherith, of which he 
uſually drunke, being drigd up) he comes as 
bran now as. 2 plaine Begger, for a little 
waterand'a morſell of bread : and the wiz 
dow is ſo poore, thatif you believe her up- 
on her oath, ſhe hath not a piece of bread, to 
beſtow upon her ſelfe, and heronely ſonne. 
As the Lord thy God livetb ( ſaith ſhe ) I have 
not a cake, but a handfull of meale in' a barrell, 
and a little oyle in a cruſe, and bebold 1 am ga« 
thering two or three flicks, that I may g0e in and 
drefſe it for mee and my ſonne , that wee may 
eate, and die. 
Here is poore encouragement for Elijah, and 
litle hope of finding hoſpitality in her 
2] E houſe, 
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(4) 
houſe; and therefore, ſure, he was hard dri- 
ven now thathebegirs with'her,or atleaſt, 
they were all ſhrowdly put to'ir ; 2s they 
were indeed ;.:Soill it was with:them, that 
hee could hardly have deny 49 of- ly chat 
had muel{ ro, ſpare. 

But! there is more'init then: FYy Some. 
wh elſe there-was , that madeour Saviour. 
ſay of:her, to them of Nazareth, Luk.: 4. 
TA ll you of a truth , 'that:many. widowes:there 
were:in Iſrael; inthe dayes of Elijah (whenthe 
heavens were ſhut, up three yeares, and- ſix 
months ) but :tonoit 'of them was Elijah ſent, 
ſave unto Sarepta « City of Sidon, £0.14 woman 
therethat was mn widow, : .:\- © 

- Sbme rare ood woman ſhe was whom God bad 
chus ſingled out,jn this great famine, to ſo high 
2 fivour of miraculous preſervation ;-and 
(from all other) ſeleQed, and: ſet apart tobe 
the gy" and Bemfattreſe, to the great 
_ 

That ſhe'was ſo, it will cafily bediſcove- 
red in the whole force, and vertue of the 
verſe; Avec referres EP: to her. 


_. 


- 


had 


(5) 

And that ewo wayes,, which are the two 
parts of the Text. 

r. [the high commendation of ber teri 
( Abiit & fecit juxta Terbum xlie. There is 
a proofe of her charity in every word.) 

2 .Ia the preſent reward of ber Charity(in her 
meale and oyle miraculouſly increaſed) She, 
and he, and ber houſe, did eate many dayes. 
There is the Preſervation of them all alive, 
' by the multiplying of the widows ſtore : where. 
of ſhe had ſo charicably emptied her ſelfe 
upon the Prophet, 

Or ifyoa will have both theſe Parts of the 
verſe (like ſeverall degrees ) to makeup the 
beight of her commendation. 

In the firſt part of the verſe, it is but Chas 
rity, [a the ſecond part ic is charity and ſomes 
what more: it is improved, and come up ta 
Fioſpitality. 

She grows rich with her vertues, and bes 
ing not ableto furniſh him ar preſent, with 
a piece of.bread,ſhe naw becomes like ſome 
body, ableto entertaine bim at ber houſe, as a 
Prophet : with a competent ſupply: of all 
that he wanted ; And not any longer as a Beg- 

ver, 


(s) 

ger, With a little bread atid water for him, 
whilc he ſtood without at the gate. For ſhe 
went and according to the word of Elijah, that | 
is, ſhe fetched bread and water tor him, 
while hee ſtood withour atthegae, 

- "Then he, and ſhe, and her houſe did eate tos 
gether many dayes. That is, ſhe lodged, and 
entertained him in her houſe : and ſhewed 
her ſelfe as hoſpitable then, as ſhe had been 
charitable before. 

r. The firſt thing then, that offers | It ſelfe eo 
our view, is her charity. ' And many circum- 
ſtances there be ro amplifie that ; ' * Some in 
reference to her ſelje . ſome in- reference to 
the Prophet, Some in reference to the actio 
on here done,to the order and manner of it. 
All thefe are conſiderable itithis ation of 
the poore woman ; and cannot- f without 
- Injury both to her, and you) be paſſed 0- 


ver in filence. 
There are foure at leaſt that refer to her (elf, 


I.c  CWoman, 
,Moman of Sarepta a Sidenien. 
*<She was 
: * Widow woman. 
4& ' © - © SMother and the wasnotonly 


Mater 


(7) 
Mater familias (the MY* of. @ family.) but Mq- 
ter filii ( the mother of a jon too.) And had ſhe. 
been eaſed of the reſt of her family : ſhe had 
little enough to keep her ſelfe , and Fu ſonalive 
to the next day, 

Thele referreto her ſelfe,( and notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe ) ſhe went ficſtto ſopply 
the wants of Ely ah. 

Other conliderations there are,that referre 
to the Prophet. And (amongſt theſe ): three 
that are- moſt-eminent,and muſt not be con« 
cealed, 
I. % Franger, > Og - another 
bY - country. from her;.; .. | 
\ Fri he vas A Prophet, .., and chiefly 
"N -This Prophet ( Elyah the 

Tiſhbite) 

That this man.( whom ſhethus. entertaines) 
was the very Prophet, tdoe nor ſaythar fores 
cold this famine (wherein they were all likes 
 Tycoperiſh.) 

 Butmore then ſo, _ ... 

-. Theooly man to-whoſe zeale BY whol- 
y imputed.this miſery: - | 
'T he. maine - inſtrumenc that brought 

; B 2.,;.-  - pon: 


[ | 
| 


PER. ES 
_—_ 


(8) 
upon them, and by whoſe meanes it ſcem- 
edro be fo long'comtinued:. 

The min tharſaith;in the fel verſeof this 
chaprer # and in the preſenceof the King | 
himſelfe ] 

- Af the Lord God of 1ſrael liveth; before whom 
Iftind, there ſhall not be dew mop raitie we 
yeares, but according to my word, 

He'thathad ſaid thus, wonld' you thinke 
that his mouth ſhould be heard; and fed too? 
andwith'that food;that is therefore wanting 
to her (elfe ? would you thinke that her dis 
fireſſed houſe, ſhould be made a ſanQuary 
for him, and every thing ſhquld be: done 
{juxta birbam ej) as he would have it that 


| broughtthe famine upon them 3 


Ic 1s a wonder ſhe falls not about his eares,or 


(at leaſt) that ſhe'doth'not raiſe up the people 


againſt him, to afprebend him, and take away 
hi life , that brought them all in danger of 
theirs. 

Bur in that ſhe conceales him, in-that ſhee 
odeyjes him, in that ſhe ſaves bis Wife: and ſaves 
it with the b azard of ber- owne andher childs: 
can' there be'any-other circumftatice-added 
t&this wonder? © "Yes, 


(9) 
3. Yes, there can be ſo, for { as I told you) 
all this referres unto him, but now ſome- 
thing there is, that amplifies\che a&ion it ſelfe, 
from the order,and the manner of it. 

- 1, Abiit &> fecit, that is , ſhe doth it with 
alacrity, and chearfulneſfle ( wherein the life 
of every good action conſifts) without any 
more adoe,without any further diſpute,as ſoon 
as ſheknevv his mind, ſhe went about ir. 

Fecit juxta verbum Elie, that is , ſhe doth 
it ix. that order that he would have it, to ſerve 
him firſt, before ſhe provide for her ſelfe,and 
her ſonne | 

; She tooke not her owne wethod of charity (to 
begin with her ſelfe and her ſonne) but ſhe 
followes that order , that the man of God pre- 
ſcribes her, by ſpeciall diſpenſation. 

Firſt and preſently to begin with him. 

And thus, you ſee, in all there be three ſe- 
verall wayes by which wee- may perceive, 
the true extent of her charity, Now (to look 
upon them qgore diſtinaly.). 

1. 1 will begin fir, with thoſe that reflef 
upon ber ſelfe,and (in that ranke) firſt ro con- 


lider her as a Woman. 
| B3 _ 


(10). 

She went , and did according. to the word of 
El:jah. we are here provoked to cemulation 
by the weaker Sex. FDA 

And ic muſt be confeſſed, that as in many 
other vertues, by Deborah, by Hannah,by the 
foure Maryes , (and ſome of that ranke) fo 
here in the workes of charicy : we have a 
(Copy fet by a ſilly woman : 1 will nor ſay that 
the greateſt Ladies, and Dames may learne. 
to take out , but I will ſay more, that never 
any of the Nobler {ex have come ſo neare, 
as to expreſle it, in all things to the life. 

And 1 would they had onely out-Rript us in 
(Charity, ro which { being more'tender hearted) 
perhaps we may perſwade them, that they 
are more inclinable by nature) 'burt I feare 
they have ſometimes had the happinefle to 
be able to inſtance a preheminence in ſomething 
elſe . Eg. | Se 

1 willnotconceale what Saint Chryſoftome 
ſaith of his time,(on Epheſ.4.)that things were 
come to that paſſe: Men wee 'growne fo 
effeminate, fo proud , ſo inconftant, ſo phan- 
rafticall, and women, on the.contrary,ſo1a- 
borious, ſo diſcreer, and ſo reſolute, thathe 

| - chought 


(11) 
thought it might be a queſtion 4 7 zwaws s 
Son ;[ if it were Engliſhed, ſuch a queſti- 
on from ſuch a one as (hry/oſtome, would 
pleaſe lome women too much) And art 
this time, whereof we' read in my Text, 
there was no piety matchable to that of the 
great Propbet Elijah , but onely that of Oba- 
diah , that hid ſo many Prophets in a cave, 
and this of the woman, to whom Elijah 
came. And I doubt not, but Chry/oſtome was 
of opinion,that In ſome reſpeas,ſhe exceed- 
edthegreat Elijah, and Obadiah too. 

' For he ſeemes to conceive Elijah carried 
a little too farre in his zeale , and perhaps 
brought hither to be ſchooled of this wo- 
man, not ſo much by obferving her want 
and miſery, as by ſeeing her wonderfull and 


Charitable affefion, thar, when he begged of c,1\. 74m. 
her, preſently welcomed him with all her 8. pag. 31- 


ſtore : Him, that was in no greater ſtreights 
then ſhe her ſelfe: Him,thac had nor, beftdes 
himſelfe, a family alſo, to provide for, as ſhe 
had : and laſtly, Him, that being thus heard, 
at his firſt begging from her, yer would not 
ſo much as begge, and ſolicice- his God by 


prayers, 


ta, 55 axons. Ah 4c 
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(12) 
prayers, for the releaſe of hers,andthe com- 
mon calamity. z 
0 woman great ts thy Charity! 
- Tiſay not this to make women proud,that are 
commonly too apprehenſive of any fewvell, 
fit for that vice-to feed on, but to encourage 
them, and withall to rouſe up the guides , and 
Lords of the weaker Sex ; that ſo we may 
have Omnia bent : Women being ( after ſo 
good patternes and prxcedents ) ambitious 
of all vertue, to the higheſt capacity of their 
nature, and men. expreſſing by their ations, 
that they move in a higher Spheare, and are 
as worthy of preheminence, as they are rea« 
dy-to challenge it by a grant, and patent, 
from the maker ofthem both. 
But I oe on. © | ey 

We havelooked upon this Charitable per- 
{on in her Sex. | 

2. Now we come {inthe ſecond place ) 


to confider her in her country, as ſhe was a 


Sidonian a woman of Sarepta, how ſhe, that 
was ſo, went and did accordingtothe word 
of Elijah, | | 
Sidon was a City in Syria, by the Sea fide, 
and 


(13) : 
ahd bordering upon Jude4,c4: very; ancietit 
and famous City, from: whence; it ſeemes; 
the whole Territory thereaboir were called 
Sidonians, 
- Among them. is Sarepta z a leſſer . and 
more ob[cure-Towne, ſome: fix miles from 414. 2am 
Sidon, and a place ( asit was conjectured by ® o- 
the name ) where they were wont to _ { 
and faſhion diverſe. mettals,' | +: ': :- 
This Country of the Sidonians,was i who | 
ly overſpread with grofs Idolatry. And yer,you i 
may ſee, by the manner of 'her oath, if 
there were no. more, that in the mid/t ofwics 
ked Pagans, ſe ſerved the true God .' An 
ſhe ſerved him in no ordinary meaſnre,as ap- 
peares by this high degree of Charity. /A Vere 24. 25: | 
tue that hath'the Keyes of; Heaven, _ 
which only it: may: ſeem, God will pro 
nounce his ſentence of bleding and curing, 1 
at the laſt day, as if no other vertue were of 
like value withthat::  _, ;+ ' 
And no mervaile For it.is a vertue of ſo large je 
uſe and extent that i it:may be called;, the 
Miftrus of the rich, the Mother of the. Paor;thic b 
Dec yargy Widowes, the Nurſe of litele-Or- | 
C 


phans, 
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(14) 
phans ; the : loxe-houſe and Treaſure of the 
needy , and the commonihaven and refuge of 
all chacare afflicted. 

And in this virtue doth ſhe excell, 

Neither is'it charity alone, for which this 
S:donian of Sarepta js'ifo admirable-in her 
ſelfe, Agreatand wonderfull Faith is the root, 
and commendation of this charity , and all 
her charity is but the Pay and evidence 4 a 
lively Faith. 

Nor havel yet ſaid all, It s Faith accompas 
nied with obedience to God-and his Prophet : a 
Faith wherein: ſhe caſt. her ſelfe npon God's 
Providence , reſolving , ( ſince the Prophet 
would have it ſo ): to feed: him with that, 


- wich which, onely being left , ſhe had in- 


tended to preſerve her owne life , and the 
life of her child, She Rtopt her cares to the 
cry of her faint ine hungry child, and Abiit 
& fecit, 

An argument of ſuch'a Faith in this S1- 
donian of Sarepta, as was not now to be 
found in all Iſrael:So eaſily do the weake things 
of this.world confound the things that are migh- 
ty, &c. The fooliſh things of the world con- 

found 


(15) 
found the wiſe: And the very Heathen ſpame: 
the open Profeſſors of true religion.-- - 


Many ofthoſe profeſſors(not content wit 


their owne) defraud , and oppreſle, and de- 
_ taine from others, char which is their due, 
but this Sidonian, in extremity of poverty, 
could part with all "that [he had of her owne. 

Many great. profeſſors are loath to give 
upon extraordinary knowne and publique 
occaſions , but here is a Sidonian , that wil- 
lingly empties her ſelfe in a private act of 
Charity . An at that will yer appeare the 
orcater if you will now pleaſe to conſider, 

3. Her as a Widow woman too. For ſo ſhe 
was, and yet, Abiit & fecit. 

If any might be excuſed from aki of 
charity, ſurely a poore widow might beſo, 
but here is a goodpoore widow,that dreams 
of no ſuch priviledge, annexed cither to her 


poverty , or to her widowhood, orto her 


virtue, ortoany thing elſe. 
She might have ſaid, Alas! 1am a poore 
widow, that labour hard for whatl have. 
You lee I have none in my houſe, ſo 


much at leaſyre as to gather mee a few 
C2 ſticks: 


I © > —C——_ — ———— 


3B. concion. 
 bhabit.in Fam, 
& Siccit. 


(16) 

Ricks: and yet, with all our paines, we have 
hardly enowoh to keep life-& ſoule together. 
'Wharalmes do you lexpect from/ mee ? 
ſhe might have ſaid ſo, and many, in her 
caſe, would have aidir but {he,good ſoule, 
lookes fornoneoftheſe: ſhifes:: I/ ſhe got any 
thing by. ſtrength and labour, ſhe 'was: willing 
to ſatrifice it unto him that beſtowed thar rfrengt 
of body upon her.- 

: mn her preateſtcextremity, ſhe wasnbt Jo 
beſty fo carve for bes /elfe , but that ſhe had' 
ratber be poorer'in meanes ,if ſo ſhee might 

rove her ſelfeito be richer in love to bim, that 
ever highly.prized a lictle', given by them, 
that have bur a lictle, -- 

It would not be amiſle for us, to bethink 
our ſelves how much our love comesſhort 
of rhoſe many circumftances;, that make'a 
wonder of hers, that ſo we may , With the 
great Elijah here; , borrow a little of her oyle,to 


encreaſe, and keep in the fire of our Charity. | 


-: Then may ve perhaps :fay , with Saint 
Baſins: us wredprr,Tf- all our ſtore Were brougbt 
to one loafe and a poore ſoule ſhould truly want 
oy - — forit, that one loafe muſt be _ 


(17) 


no loriger in our ſtore: 


Darus ſermo, you will ſay, but what Saint 


Baſil bath ſaid, this widow hath done. 
Nay ſhe hath done more, for, ſhe had-not 
aually ſo much as a loafe , ſhe had but the 


poore materials of a loafe-that might be : and 


ſhe doth both make'it for him , and give it too : 
that he”"might have her labour and ſervice, os 
well as ber Charity. 


And'what' we have here done by this wi- 


dow, that under the teſtimony of two it 
might be confirmed, we have allo ſeconded 
by another widow inthe Goſpel, ro whom 
our: Saviour gavethat open teſtimony of her 
two mites. That widow gave all of ber owne 
accord . | 
-And, herein my Text,to take away all A- 
pology from thoſe that are rich in meanes, 
and poore in almes, this poore widow hath 
done it , atthe Prophets direfiion : which is 
the third thing: wherein the extent of her 
Charity may fully.appeare. 
| 4. From thence we muſt yer goe' further 
to a fourth degree of amplification , that we 
may looke upon her;as a Mother.that under- 
_, Xa yalued 


(18) 
valued the power of naturall, affeQior in. 
acale of. exigenty ; for the expreſſion of her 
Charity . S OTITES | BG AIRS) 

And for this I wot well, that it was a fin- 
gular caſe of particular diſpenſation, and 
therefore not idlie., or indiſcreetly to.-be 
followed, with prejudice to the neceflary 
ſupply of Kindredand Family, TE 

But look upon it here,as a thing that ſhe 
ealily, and willingly did, never going abbut the 
buſh, to ſheltera covetous, and ancharitable 

mind , under the name of common Providence, 
and nacurall affe&ion , but making ber Mo- 
therbood , with ſuch eaſe and cheartulneſle, 
give Way to ber (barity, as if ſhe had went 
co teach all Parents, in this one aR of hers, 
chat. /eaſonable (harity ſhould rather prove 

Tl them to be wiſe, and carefull Parents, then any 

FAY | by - way improvident, and forgetfull of their 

| 


Children, A truth moſt certaine and unde- 
niable, whether you examine it in the poore 
to whom, or the Children and Family from 
whom itis given, | 
1. If you conſider the poore. 

- She was not, norcan we be EET | 


Tikit 


(19) 
the ipoor {by a bleffing upan their prayers; 
in > behalſe) may cably ns pul 
BenefaFtors, then either we are tothe poor, 
or any that arc rich can be to us; For the rich 
are- full veſſels : We rather ſpill then poure 
any thing into them that can be long reſer- 
ved, it is well if they belch you out a come 
plement for the preſent , but the poor are emp- 
ty veſſels, capable and fit , whatſoever We. pour 
into them, we treaſure up ſafe for our ſelves, 
andours,to the beſt advantage. 
{c will prove ſo in the meaneſt of them, 


they that arc blind can beſt condu@ us'in« 


co the light of Heaven , the lame can beſt 
carry us into Paradiſe, the ſick can beſt cure 
our maladies, the priſoners can ſer us ſooneſt 
at liberty, the Orphans can ſureſt provide us 
of a heavenly Father, and (in a word) the 
poor and needy can girve 8, and our children 
the moſt permanent riches. | 

We uſually look upon them, as appear- 
ing abjet and baſe in their perſons, and 
have quite forgot, that they have put on the 
perſon of Chriſt , for which cauſe our Savi- 
our himſelf ſcems to ſpeake ofthem as lite 
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tle Saviours , they ſhall. brinig you in to ever- 
laflins Manf zons (ſaith he ) [know well 
how thoſe words may be underſtood (in 
the Hebraiſme) they ſhall bring you, that is, 


the Angels or they that ſhall. be appointed þ 
to do, As (in that other place) Stalte hac no; 


fe auferent , they ſhall take away thy ſoul , 


that is, they which ſhall be appointed, 
But I dare ſay if we bave any mediators 


under Chriſt next unto the Priefts, theſe are 


they , their plea, aud their accuſation is of 
oreat moment. 

Our Saviour tels-us of n9. other cauſe , 
heard in the day of Fudzment, but only theirs, 
And therefore we have reaſon to think, that 
at other times his eares are as open to their pray- 
ers forus. 

So that hitherto the charity of a mother 
was well enough beſtowed, in regard of the 
poor unto whom: 

2, .Burt we muſt take ſome more paines, 
to look-upon it in that which, comes nearer 
to her particular caſe, with an eye to ber only 
child, and poor family , from whom this alm es 


was given. 
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Wherein, to omit that every man # left as a 

friend and Patron'to the children of ſuch perſons, 
To ſay nothing of this, 

She knew well for whole ſake the did it, 
and ſhe aſſured her (elfe, that, when all her 
ſtore was ſpent, God's Providencewas neither 
ſpent, nor any way more exhauſted ,then it was 
before; therefore ſhe was ſecure,though(be- 
ing a Mother) ſhe parted from all: Sherook 
it for a point of wi/dome to make God ber heire, 
and(upon ſo goodan occalton)give all:o him, 
inftead of a poore legacy to ber child : In which 
action ſhe hath more encreaſed her lore by 
ſeending of all ; then any arr of ſparing had e- 
ver been able, either to compaſle orcontrive. 

She hath proved her (elfe a gatherer , by 
ſcattering. 

She hath proved her Charity artem omni- 
um queſtuoſiſSimam. | 

You that would lay out tothe beſt advane- 
tage , come hither and learne of her. 

Would you be ſure to leave your children 
rich teach them by your own example,to be 
charitable, and,notto love mony, but doing | 
| good with mony,for Twin, 14 81G ac9w ws wiyey 10 _ 
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Rich and poore are but parts «fied bere for 2 
While, and we may be miſtaken in them. 

Whea the Scene is ended,when death comes, 
then it appeares truly who were rich , and 
who were poore. | 

Then Lazarus may be found in therich mans 
boſome; and Dives ſo poore, that he is faine to 
begge of Lazarus for one drop of water, 

Or if you take rich and poore in your 
owne ſenſe, and for the preſent eſtate , 
Charity isthe ſureſt way to ſpeed forthattoo: 
For,whartis ſo given is ſafely laid up ia God's 
hands, whence none is able to fleale it, and 
from whence you may expett it with encreaſe, 
and beſurenever tofaileof your expectation. 

Thar treaſure which you commit to the 
Sea, to your Friends, to your Servants, to your 
Cheſts, to your ſelves, may cafily miſcarry;but 
that which is lent to God, who hath all the 
creaſure of 'Heayen and earth ar his com- 
mand, and can not forget how much we 
are in his Books, That cannot but returne with 
intereſt : no debtor can aſſure us of ſuch cer- 
taine pay, as healwayes performes: ſooner 
may we out-runne our owne ſhadow,then 

any 
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atry way exceed God's fayour to us, by the 
loyethat we,for his ſake, cxpreſle toothers. 

Andif all theſe things be ſo , why do we 
not, by this example here, follovv after Cha. 
rity as a virtue , wherein both our owne wel. 
fare,and the welfare of children and family,doth 
chiefly conſiſt. 

Why do we ftretch the deſires,and attempts 
of our purchaſe, beyond the true bounds ? Why 
are we ſolittle affected with the preſent ne. 
ceſlity of the poore, while we are /0 tender of 
the meer imaginary wants , that may perhaps, I 
know not when, befall our poſterity ? Why do 
we deſtinate this, and that, and almoſtall we 
can finger,as ſtrictly and immoveably to our 
children, as if we could make Lawes to God's 
Providence, and. what he hath given us, ins 
fallibly reſerve, to be ſo, and ſo diſtributed, 
at our pleaſure, or, as if God had no more for 
them , but onely that which we can leave 
chem ? 

[ ſhall eafaly grant, that great care muſt be 
taken in theſe caſes,and that therein a ſingle 
man may have much advantage : Bur, for all 
that, under pretence-of this, we muſt notſo 
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magnifie their wants that may be , that we 
undervalue the preſent and extreame wants 
ofthe poore; That i a way to treafure np cruel- 
ty that may light upon our ſelves and ours 
hereafter. | 

Nor muſt we make uſe of that providence 
of ours, for a colour to ferve our ow 
turn, as we often do. «+ | 

How elſe comes it to paſle, that: in a ſuite 
at law (by way of revenge) to ſpend: a whole 
eſtate, any brave ſparke would be induced to 
do it ? 

How is it, that if a Paraſite or worſe com- 
panion come in the way, Þe can be free, and 
frolick, and in neither of theſe caſes , trouble 
our ſelves with care of poſterity? 

But if a g00d work call for our contribution, 
ve cannot hear of that eare; if a poor man 
beg our almes , we ſhrink up the ſhoulders, 
and begin to take thought for wife and chil- 
dren; Thatis then readieſt at hand to ſhift of 
our good deeds. 


Will you hear how St Baſil takes away this 


mM. © 
20.8,s, Pindrance? 


VVhen thou comeſt to God (ſaith he) to beg 
irs, otera arc o_ 
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wife or Children, or friends , doſt thou frame thy 
prayer thus ? 

Good Lord , give me wife and children, and 
friends , that while Iembrace them, and joy in 
them, and lay up for them, 1 may be excuſed from 
other Chriſtian duties, * 

Beftow them upon me , and then I ſhall be 
bother to relieve the poor , or give to the like 
pious -uſes, or any fuch way to put my ſelf 
into thy ſervice, or believe that thy provi- 
dence” will extend to them, as to me it 
bath.- | 

Were not theſe fair conditions, to be come 
menced in ſuch a fuite? were not this 4 
fair plea to ſave our purſes * Can we ima- 
gine that: God gives us our Children to 
make us covetous, or Will we ſo requite 
him for fo great a bleſling ? 

Nay rather let as think him a wiſe man, 
that leaves nothing to them of thar, which 
(in all reaſon) ſhould have been imparted . 
co the neceſſity of the poore.For one penny, 
I do nor ſay unjuſtly gotten ; but one penny 
aunchmitably kept ,may eat up twenty other thar 
lie about it, and therefore the Widow here 
HH takes 
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cakes not the care and wiſdome of a Mos 
ther, by giving that to the preſent ſupply of 
Elijah , that might rather ſeem fic to have 
been reſerved for the preſervation of her 
fon. 

Burt every way wherein we look upon 
her, ſhe is nignds then our praiſe and admi- 
ration. 

For ( that I may now cloſe up chis felt re 
ference)we have ſeen her here « poore Yoman 
of Sarepta,one that dwelt in the midſt of Ido. 
laters, one that hardly ever heard a ſerious dif- 
courſe of Charity, one that never was ſo char- 
medwith the high rewardof Yenite benedifls,as 
we haveall been(l dare ſay)again & again: 

Yetthis woman of Sarepta, this widow, 
this Mother, this poore diftreſſed mother , will 
have C barity enough to ſhame us all, if we look 
not betteraboaut us, 

Neither her Country akuviea; nor her 
widowhood, nor her poverty; nor her own 
hunger, nor her naturall affeRion to her 0n- 
ly ſonne , nor the feare of death, nor any 
thing could hinder her lberality :; that never 
had halfe the knowledge , and meanes, and m0- 

tives 
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tives unto it , that we have had. 

And yet we have ſaid butlicle, we have 
onely ſpoke of ſo much as refle&s upon her 
owne perſon; from thence we come now to 
looke upon it in reference tothe Prophet vyhere- 
in vve have three ſteps Firſt as it was done to a 
Stranger: Secondly, as it vvas doneto a Pro. 
phet: And thirdly , as ic vvas done to this 
Prophet. 

7, Firſt then, though ſhe have but little to 
give, ſhe makes no ſcruple to beſtow it all upon a 
meere ftranger, that was in want, and fo may 
we be affefted to Rrangers upon the like 

ounds, | 

We. have God's Precept for it to the Iſrae. 
lites,Forſake not the ſtranger ſolong as thou liveſt. 
We have God's example for it (in his bounty 
to all) Et ne- alicui quod Dominus communiter 
tribuit denegemus, ( ſaith St Fierome ) if God 
have beſtowed his riches indifferently upon 
all Nations, why ſhould we doubt to bes 
ſtovy our riches as he hath done ? 

And laſtly, we have alſo the Prafice of the 
Saints of God, amongſtthem we find Abra- 
ham, lying in wait for ſtrangers at the dore of 


his 
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his Tent, and when he found them, not ad. 
miniſtring queſtions and interrogations, like a 
Judge that vvere to examine, but, like a cha- 
ritableand hoſpitable man, with all honour 
& readineſle, imbracing the opportunity of their 
entertainment. | 

For which cauſe he was often honoured 
wich the entertainment of Angels. As this 
poore widow is here likewiſe honoured 
with the entertainment of agreat Prophec. 

2. The ſecond thing to which now I ha- 
fen,and which was a greater motiveto her, 
That he was a Stranger, was rather. a reſpe&t 
for which ſhe did not refuſe him, but that he was 
a Prophet, hence came the extraordinary meas 
ſure of her Charity in this place. 

_. For whatſoever ſhe did , ſhe did it for the 
fove and honour of God, and therefore now (o 
readily, and freely , and amply, when ſhe 
light upon « ſervant and Prophet of his, 

And this is ever the ſcope of true and perfeFt 
Charity, not to aime atvaine glory., not to be 
led with hope of any temporary reward,not to 
be moved 0 it. with meere naturall pitty , 
not toihave an:eyeto any thing elſe, but the 
love and glory of God. _ 
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This is true wiſdome, & perfe&t Charity,net- 
ther to looke upon her ſelfe through the poore, 
nor otherwiſe to looke upon the poore, but remos 
ter,or nearer,, as they ſtand in ſome reference 
to God himſelfe. And that ſhould we learn to 
dotorelieve a Chriftianinthe name of a Chri- 
ſian, and a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, 

For; barely to relieve is an att of nature, we 
cannot but love & pitty, if we are ourſelves, 
and therefore our kindneſſe goes under the 
name of humanity,as being the proper, and pe» 
culiar affetion of man, So thar in the reliefe 
of othersgit may fall out,that we only follow 
the diftate of nature, but that is far ſhort ofthe 
widows Charity here. 

A Charity that ſhe prefers, not only before 
naturall affetion,buteven beforetha kind of 
naturall affe ion that we ſhow to our children 
(che molt powerfull of all)In caſe that a Pro- 
phet comes to want,the makes ner divine af- 

fettions farre predominant above her naturall: 
ihe pincheth her ſelfe, and her (on, to ſupply 
the wants of a Ghoſtly Father. 

This ſhe hath done. 
Butl fearethere is a generation of men in theſe 

E dayes, 
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dayes,that would have been otherwiſe affef#- 
ed with the Prophets caſe, 

We ſhould have no(abiit e* fecithwith them, 
they wouldrather have ſaid, what,isthegreat 
Prophet come a begging*thatis a good hght,the 
minor Prophets wilterve our turne, or a few 
good mendicant Prieſts or ſome like Jeroboams 
of the meaneſt of the people that is,as we would 
have it,and then could we ſweetly ſhare their 
ſpirituall portions amongſt us. 

This ſome would have ſaid. Such as are ſo 
farre from being Charitable themſelves, thac 
they long to take aWay the (harity of others,and 
ſwallowe that of our ancientright, which for- 
mer Church-devourers, have left behind them 
againſttheir will,or been forced(in themſclyes 
or their poſterity ) to caſt up againe, 

Surely ſuch men have not readthat(in Ma- 


lachy)which came from God's own mouth. 
Hat. 3.10, Brmg my tithes into my barne,and trie if I do not 


poure a bleſSing upon y0u. 

They conſider not whatthis widow could 
have told the,that if God ſo accept of that, which 
(being due) is given to his Priefts and Prophets, 
he could not but highly prize a liberall, and 
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charitable hand towards thera , when they 
are in need, 

Burthis widows Charity went higher ſtill. 

It will ſeeme but a (mall thing, thatſhe did 
It to a ſtranger, to a Prophet, if you will now 
conſider it, as done to this Prophet, to Elijah, 

How is that you will (ay, ro Elyah, 
Nay , that is not ſo much , find me out bur 
ſuch a Prophet as zljab, and then, who 
would not do as the widow hath done ? 
Say you ſo? If you are ſo well minded, 1 
will find you out a greater Prophet then 
this, what think you of Jeſus Chriſt ? what 
you do to one of the leaſt of his Prophets, you 
doto him, and he will ſer it upon his own 
core, if it be buca cup of cold water. 

Or if you willcakeit Jitterally as it ſounds, 
and as it was ſpoken, would you have been 
wiling thus to have entertained ſuch a Pro- 
phet as Elijah, if you had been in the wi- 
dows ſtead, 

| doubt me that too, for he was ſome- 
what a rough and plain ſpoken Prophet he was 
the Prophet by whoſe meanes the famine 
was ſo long continued : and (-erſe r.Jyou 
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may ſee, that his zeal pinched them all. 

In which caſe I know not vvhat you 
yvould have done, but 1 vvill tell you vyhac 
others have done, 

Within tvvo chapters from this in hand, 
you may find a country Woman of this widow's, 
that (upon anexpreſſion of his zeal) ſenthim 
ſo kind a meſſage, that he was faine to fly for 
hi life. And you may have another inſtance 
from dhabin alike caſe tothis in hand, in caſe 
of another famine whereof Eliſha had pro- 
pheſted. God do ſoto me, and more alſo, ({aith 
he) if the head of Eliſha ( the ſon of Shaphat) 
ſhall tand on him this day. And Herod afters 
vvard did it to Fobn the Baptiit (that came in - 
the power of Elijab) fora little plain language 
in his ſermon, he made his head flie off his 
ſhoulders. This vvas the entertainment that 
they gaveto ſuch a Prophet. 

Will you now ſee, how this Prophet (that 
had done the like ) was entertained by our 
poore widow * Abiit e&& fecit: Shall I tell you 
what that is,by way of Coment onthele words. 

Firſt, He asked water, and ſhe grants it : 

Then be asked bread;ſhe ſaith,ſhe hath none, 


and 
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and(good woman ſhe ſwears ſhe hath none. 
By which eager expreſſion of her ſelfe,ſhe 
both excuſeth , and cleares her denial! , and 
{hows how ſorry ſhe & that ſhe muſtdeny ,and 
how ready ſhe would have beene to have given her 
bread too, if ſhe had had it. - | 

And withall ( which he did not demand) 
ſhe confeſſeth how much , or rather how little, 
| Hlower,& oyleſhe had in her houſe,that ſo by 
that lower,& oyle, /he might win him to flay, 
| though ſhe had not bread for him at preſent. 

Well,vvhen all her ſtore vyas reckoned, it 
proved little enough for ber ſelf aid her ſon,to \ 
keep them aliverill the next day, 

The Prophet berg ges that of her , and ihe 

rants it, but he vvill have her go preſently 
£0 her houſe, he vvill have her make it ready, 
and he vvill have her come back to him to 
the gate, vvherc they talked together, and 
bring ut thither, 

She grants this too, and all this ſervice, all 
this Charity to the Prophet Elijah , the only 
man that brought the famine upon them. 

Allthis to him, and to him all this without 
any diſpute, vvithour any delay, vvithout bid- 
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ding him come (atleaſt) to fetch it, and 
vvithout conditioning for a (hare our of it, to 
relieve her ſelfe,and her ſon, being ſo put toir: 
She is as brief as ſhe is admirable, Not a 
vvord for her felf, but (abiit ex fecit). 

3 And novv I have brought you direaly 
uponthat vvhich is the emphaſis, and life of 
all, in the manner [4biit & fecit] and inthe 
order [juxta verbum EliaJIf 1 may borrovv 
a vvord or tvvo of them both together , they 
ſhovv that ſhe did it with obedience, and req- 
dineſſe, and labour, and ſilence, and humility, 
and vvich any thing elſe, vvherevvith it lay 
in her povver ,to ſend out her Charity , like 
the Queen of Tertues, that ſhould ever be at- 
tended with ſome followers or other, fit to wait 
upon ber. 

For if ſhe had barely given her almes,ſhe 
had made God a debtor only for the gift, but 
now, when ſhe is ſo /erviceable,ſo quick, ſo ſo« 


licitons, and ambitions of it, ſhe hath ſo farre 


ingaged the King of Heaven, that he will 
have a miracle(in the mouth of the Prophet) to 
make her a preſent requitall, for ſuch a com- 
pleat Charity as that. | 

And 
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And indeed, if Abraham the Father of the 
Faithfull that was ſo much confirmed, by of- 
zen conference with God himſelfe.If he was 
no otherwiſe rewarded, then with a miracle in 
his Iſaack:It cannot be that this roſe among the 
thornes,this woman of Sidon that(in regard of 
the place wherein ſhe lived ) was ( her (elfe) 
a ſingular wirrour, of taich, and love, and 0- 
bedience : It cannot be that ſhe ſheuld be other- 
wiſe rewarded then in the like preſervation of 
her ſelfe, and her only ſonne. | 

For(ifyou look well upon it )»hat ſhe hath 
done,is not much unlike to that of Abraham. 

Abraham was commanded by God to ſacrifice 
the life of bis only ſonne, and Abiit & fecit, he 
went about it. 

She was intreated by the Prophet, to offer up 
all the proviſion that was then left to preſerve 
the life of her onely ſonne, and her (elfe roo, 
and ſhe wentas willingly about it. 

He went about it ſecundum verbum Domini, 
juſtin thatmanneras God had commanded, 

And She went about it, juxta verbum Elia, 
that is,according to the word of Elyah. 

Incithera& , In his, andin hers, there 
YYas: 
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was ſo much Faith,and Love, and Obedience, 
that I know not which ſhould firſt admire. 

Bur: ſhall I compare them in that , which 
comes nearer to the aft in band. 

How did Abraham behave himſelfc, when 
he was to be Charitable,and Hoſpitable,and 
how did ſhe ? 
 Abrabam was a rich man and a great Prince 
that had a multitude of (ſervants ready at 
command,& yctin theexetciſe of Charity he 
would rather imploy himſelfe then his ſervants, 
| And whatdoth the good widow heretſhe 
doth whatſoever che Prophet deſires, and 
whatſoever ſheisable,6& ſhe doth it all berſelf. 

And there would be little difference, if Abra- 
hams place,and wealth, had not made his ſer- 
vice and humility the more conlpicuous, 

What ſhall we ſay then? If the great Patrs. 
arck.in the midſt of his wealth, If the g00d Widow 
in the extremit y of her poverty, If both ofthem 
were ſo ftudious,and obſervant of the poore,as 
if they had met with ſome great Benefattors; 

If theſe righteous ſoules hunted after (has 
rity, and have ſo embraced it , and pleaſed 
themſelves in it, ſhould yve (poor finners) 
bh oy either 
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eicher wholy negle& ſuch a ſoveraiene cordial 
againſt finae, or,(at leaſt performe it ſo Rate- 
ly, or fo coolely, as if we had never heard of 
theſe motives, and patrernes, which they 
have richly afforded unto us ? 

Alas to give almes, init felfe is no ſuch great 
matter , ſpecially in the rich(who are as God's 
Rewards over the poore) It # not ſo much fa. 
vaur in them, as indeed Fuitice, and ſo plaine 
injury not to doit, __ 

Why elſe dothe Hebrew ſooften expreſſe 
Charity by TRY which ſignifies juſtice ? 

Why doth the Greeke ſay ( Syrach: 4 ) $a. 4.:: 
i Smopepins mls Lojo 4 75 %;8 3 the ſame (in effect) 
with that of Salomon , keepe not thy goods from £10%:3-27. 
the owner of it , that is, give ſome tothe poore, 
they bave 4 right to that part which is ſuper- 
fluous? 
Why doe the Laine render, Fuſtitia for  WEW 
pagn yoourn? ah nuts BAenwodrl, NOlite facere juſtitiam _ 
Tefliram coram hominibus, doe not your Almes 
before men. 

Doth not all this conclude, that, itis no 
ſuch matter ( init ſelfe-} to give almes ? 7t #5 
no more then oar duty, © 
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But how then? (you will ſay) why, this is 
a great matter , to give almes according to the 
patterne ſet by the widow here: to give it 
ſeaſonably to give it chearfully, to give it with 
her ſervice and humility , to the extent of her 
meanes, upon {o good an occaſion. 

This is it that is worthy of notice and ad. 
miration: for there is nothing ſo ſure, as that 
God requires our almes decds , not ſo much 
for the 500d of them that receive, as of them that 

give.Or elle be is able enough to ſupply the poore, 
without being beholdentotherich., 

And therefore you ſhall ever find, that he 
is more earneſt about the manner of giving then 
aboutthe thing it ſelfe : itis nota giver but a 
chearfull giver that he reſpeCts. 

See it herein thecaſe in hand. 

Was it any ſuch great matter, that Elijah 
ſhould come ſo great a journey, to be entertained 
by a peorc widow with bread and water * 

Could not Almighty God have furniſhed 
him ſill with better proviſion, by the ſervice 
of a Raven, as he did before? 

Yes, he could have done ir, nothing mo 
eaſily : but that 'was the leaſt intent in the 
Prophets miſſion, * This 


(39) 

This was rather the thing that was aimed at * 
to ſhow , and to croÞne the widowes Charity. 
To make it appeare , how preſently without 
any query, without any ſcruple, without any 
partiality, or favour to her owne urgent ne- 
ceſſity, ſhe went about it, how readily, and 
heartily , not onely as a chearfull, butas an 
humble and a dutifull giver. | | 

This is ( if any thing can be) to make ſure 
for that, wherein the life of a good ation 
conſiſts, /o to be Charitable as we ſhould be and 
as we ſhall be , if we follow the rich patterne 
of this poore widoW,and take it out by our owne 
pratiice, 

Which that we may be able, and willing 
to doe. So he grant, whois the God of all 
mercy and compaſhon, to whom ——» 
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I was the eyes to the blind , and the feet 
to the lame, | 
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EN this chapter we have a 
briefſtory of one, that was 
(mhis time) fo abſolute a 
Magiſtrate , ſo compleat a 
SEEXERH Judge, that he may well be 
rAooeIAo 3 the pattern, and myrrour, of 
all that come afterhim, 
And this way of pattern (ter per —_ 
' you know it 5s our ſureſt, andour ſhorte 
way ; WE Can not better read our own duties, 
then in the lives of others, We can not better 
fee the trueface of virtues and vices, then we 
may do it in their aCtions. 

I might have faid in ther af#tons, [and in 
them only] we need not enquire much after 
their perſons, For vice we muſt imitate 1m no 


man (be his perſon never ſo great?) But = 
O 


Fer. 6. 


Fer. 7. 


[2] 
his virtue (be he m himſelf never ſo mean) 
we may ſafely propound that, toour imita- 
tion, 

It 1s neither his nor ours, it carries no 
mark of any owner, but of Cod himſelf, 
from whom it was firſt taken as the: Author 
of every good and perfect gift. : 

Yet, becauſe we rather /ove virtue, where 
we like the perſon, and we had rather frame 
our ſelves to the example of thoſe that were 
of ſome. eſteem, and place, and authority ; 
therefore who it 25 that ſpeaks this, that wou}d 
firſt be known, who. it is that faith here, 
T was the eyes to the blind, andthe feet to the 
lame. "They are the words of a great man 
(every way great:) And, (if that may any 
thing move your attention) whether ſoever - 
you caltyour eyes round about my text, you 
may ſpie out ſome arguments of his greatneſs. 

hat he was great in wealth, the 6, verſe 
tells us, He waſhed his paths with butter, and 
the rock poured him out rivers of oil, 

That he was great in Authority, it is plain 
by the next words ; He had his chatr in the 


| publick gates, and ſexeets of the City (which. 


were 


(3) 
were in thoſe times the ordinary places of 
judgement.) 
The 8, verſe ſhows him as great in Honor, 
The young men ſaw him and hid themjelves, 
the aged aroſe and ſtood up, | 
W1l you add unto all theſe, a rare gift 
[an excellent power m learning and elo- 
quence.) Ir 1s the next thing in the ſequele 


of the words : The Princes refrained talking, yer. g, 


and laid their hands on their mouths, The Ns- 
bles held ther peace, and thetr tongues cleaved 
to the roof of their mouth, When the ear heard 


him, 1 bleſſed him ; and when the eye [: aw him, Ver. it. 


it gave witneſs unto him, And thus we ſee 
him great in Wealth, in Authority, wm Ho- 
nour, in Learning, and in Eloquence, 

But was he alſo as great 7 virtue ? 

Did not his preferments outrun his de- 
ſerts ? 
No, (if that may add anything more to 
your attention) for the two matn virtues of fo 
great a Magiltrate , (fuſtice and Mercy) the 
next verſe ſpeaks his greatneſs in them, He 


delivered the poor that cried; the fatherleſs, and Per. 12, 


him that had noneto help him : The bleſſmg of 
— A ; him 


(4) 

13- him that was ready to periſh came upon bim---he 

cauſed the widows heart to fing for joy. He put on 

14 Rubteouſneſs, and it clothed him, bis Judgement 
was. his robe, and his diadem, All theſe uſher 

. the way tomy text, and may eaſily perſuade 
us,that they are the words of a great Man,of 
a great Magiſtrate, and of a great Judge. For, 
that is ſpecially aimed at (in. this © larpe 2 
deſcription) and that you may know it is ſo) 
his Mercy and Juſtice axe repeated ayam, in- the 
15. next words after my \'Text, I was a father to 
the poor, and the cauſe which 1 knew not, 1 fearch- 
17. ed it out, Tbrake the jaws of the wicked, and 
plucked the ſpoil out of bis teeth. | 
You ſee then how my Texts hedged in e- 
Very way, With honorable tefltmontes of this 
Judge, And, asit is in the midſt, ſo it is in- 
deed, the kfe and virtue of all jbe veſt, It is the 
true embleme of a good Magiſtrate, and per- 
felt charafer of a good Judge : 1 had almoſt 
laid the very Idea of true Greatneſs,and Juſtice 
it ſelf, But I mult not ſay fo, Ic is not here in 
the abſtraCt Fob is the man that had 'it ; 1 was 

the eyes to the blind, and'the feet to the lame 
{faith he). that is, he was ready to become 
any 


any thing 
ply himſelf to any neceſſity of their wants : 
For intheſe two [2 oculo, & pede] ifthey be 


well conſidered, we ſhall find all 


(s) 


quirable ina good Judge. 
Shall I fetch them out of their natural 


method, and firlt take them both c 


for their ſakes, and willing toap- 
that is xe- 


ogethes 


If he be both che eye and the foot ; Nay, 
if bebe ettber, oculus, or pes, We Are {are he oO 
a part of the body polanic| . "That is the farſt 
thing that follows out of this ground ; a zear 
reference of his to all that are under his au- 
thority ; ſpecially to the blind and. the lame, 
that 15, to the weake(t of them, F am thety 
egeClaith Fob) or, (if thatbe too little) I will 
goas low as theis feet ; any thing for a nearer 
claim, and challenge unto them, So faich 
7ob : And the greateſt Magiſtrates and Judg- 
es ſhould ſay the like for any of us their poor 
fellow-members. A double zntereft we have in 
them,. as the. parts of .our body politick : 
They are the eyes, they arethe feet, and 
therefore we do no more then we ſhould do, to re- 
ly upon them for their help. And they have 


done no more than they ſhould do; what 
. 4 ſoever 


good 


ſoever they have done to the weal publick : 
For :the conſervation and good of the whole 
body, is-the language which every particular 
member doth naturally ſpeak. 

But 1 will dwell no longer in theſe Gene- 
rals: I will comengw to confider theſe two parts 
aſunder : And firſt the eye : Oculus eram--- 

Parts-of the body they are (our greateſt 
Judges and Magiſtrates) But this name of the 
Eye grves them an eminent place in the body, 
ſeats them aloft, where they have the com- 
mand of the inferiour parts, and allows them 
an honorable place in the'Common-wealth, 

If youask ; Cu bono 2 To what end areths 
eyes mounted. aloft ? -Is it only for the eyes 
fake; or 1s 1t not{Ull, for 7-4 the good of the 
whole body, Surely in vain were ſo much care 
taken for them as there is) by the other parts, 
if their requital were not an{werable, 

For (to ſee it in the natural eye farlt,) 

Why. doth nature wall the eyes about, with 
thoſe LG that frame their-orb ? 

Why doth ſhe arch them above withthe 
eye-biows ? DERE 

Why doth ſhe fence them (on either fade) with 


Oy bats 


O_ - a4 ot - 


7) 
hair, in ſuct« manner ſhot out-of. the skin; 
that no motes, norany. other annoyance ſhall 
fall into them # 

Why are they-by the prominence of the cheeks 
every way ſo-ſecured, that (if any thing ruſh 
againſt them) they may beſtill unoffended ? 

Why all this for the eyes, that they may 
okulk in a den 2. be nuzled in ſecurity, and 
rocked aſleepin altrong fort 2: 

When we have asked this of the natural 
Eye, then come to ſuch an Eye as Fob was 
here, | 
_ Why was Job, and why are- other great 
Miniſters of State, the Rulers and Indges of 
nher men? _ 903; 

Why are they ſcated-fo ſtrongly above o- 
thers?. ft n= 

Ts it only, that- they may be ſafe, and over- 

topthe xeſb in honor and dignity ? ; 
Holy Iob isnoneof them that: would have 
ſaid fo,. he would rather haye told. us,.that 
theſe eyes are placed there, like Watchmen in 
the bigheſs towers, that (upon the hope of their 
vigtlancy) they which are under them may . 
be.the more ſecure, and that from thence 


ike 


b i jk To Prev. 251. 


(8) 
( like higher lights ) they may better derive 
their a to the inferiour orbs, 
The height of their place is not the ground 
of their honor ; {they begin at a wrong end 
that build there) For, be the place never fo 
high, it is but the place of a bh office; 'and 
the daily execytion of that to the good of the 
body, that makes it a place of Honor, 
Gloria Regum inveſtugare rem' ſaith the wi- 
{eſt King) 'and-we may fay cn the latigfrage 
ofmy.'Text) Gloria oeulorum tnveſtigare rem] 
It is the glory of all that arein eminent-pla- 
ces, to be ſearching further with the eye of their 
wiſdome, then the capacity of ordinary 'per- 
ſons can either pierce into, or comprehend. 
That is the rightuſe of ſuch an Eye, 
But,if they be Eyes of an infettious nature, 
like the Crocodiles eyes, able to kill whom 
they liſt,and none ſhall know who hurt them. 
If they be wirdows, ever openito let in miſ- 
chief,. and ready: to:betray- rhe-orhier ſenſes, 
were it not far\beuter they were ſomewhere elſe. 
For to hittle parpoſe ars they ſet in the high- 
eſt places, that do not there carefully efpre 
what is geod ; and as providently foreſee, and 


gzve 


- (9) 
give warning of what is hurtful to the other 
members. F 

I have done. with the Place , with the 
Srength, and with the Height of ic, 

A. ſecond thing that we may obſerve by 
way of Analogie, is the natural beauty of the 
Eye in it ſelf without reference to the place : 
And indeed, all the. beauty that is in the 
place, is from that derived unto it. * Non 
domus Dominum, ſed Domanus domum ( we uſe 
to ſay) it is not the place that graceth the eye, 
but it 1s the eye that. beautifies the place ; nay, 
that beatifies the whole body. Thou haft 0 
viſhed my heart with one of thine eyes (ſaith our 
bleſſed Lord in the Canticles,) What are tboſe 
Eyes think you, that did ſoraviſhthe holieſt 
Bridegroom 2 What elſe, but the Miniſters 
of the State, and of the Church 2 

For,theſe are the parts, that (of all other) 
mult be without blemyſh, that fo they may be 
enabled to puniſh. the faults of others, without 
any check to themſelves. He that here calls 
himſelf the Eye, will yowſee how beaurtifnl] 
he was in himſelf : Look again upon the 
next words :before my Text, andcell m_ 

B Z 


Ver. 14» 


(30) 
if ever there was a Stateſman of greater beauty, 
The Eye ſelf is —_ 12 ge CUrious dad 
dainty tunicles, then he lapt himſelf. He put 
on Righteouſneſs, and it clothed him , His 

Judgement was bis Robe and his Diademe. 
Here 1s a Judge inhis beſt robes of honor, 
clad with Righteouſneſs, And Righteou(- 
neſs is ſuch a beauteous and: amiabte thing 
W lenieO;,, 30! WO ine davuert | (faith Ariſtotle ) 
that is, the Sun, im all his glory, comes ſhort 
of that. DT ICHTES 22 (ht 00) 
Now, 2s the Eye is the ſeat of beauty, fo 
alſo Chaving' the variety of many objeCEts) it 


ſhould not chuſe any, but thoſe that are beau- 


rfull, | L Fe. th, 
'They muſt not be given to filthy lucre (ſaith 
the Apoſtle, of the Eyes of the Church, ) 
And ſo may we fay of thoſe, that are the 
Eyes of the Common-wealth, What ſhould 
they do with filthie lucre, 'T hat word/[filthy]. 
1s —— any eye from it ; theirs eſpe- 
clatty.. I9 Fx 2 ASE 

Some rare beauty is befitting ſuch Eyes, 

Some glorious virtue ſutes them belt, 
For, aback and white colaurs are to the eyes 
I c FF 


\, 


ith 
- y 
EF: 


(11) 
of the.body, ſo is virtae and vice to:the: eye 
of Judgement,” in ordinary men, Black vice 
gathers te beams of the {1ght in one, that the 
eye-may ſec;and be intent.upon it, Fair vir- 
rue. ſcatters them abroad , and therefore 
hardly admits, of a. perfect appreheiſion, 
Whence it.is, that im orditary Judgements 
chat partake with ſenſe, WC Are quicker to efpie 
and cenſure: a man for one, Vice, then to love 
and reward: hin for. many virtues. So It is.in 
ordinary judgements, But 1 hope: it is not ſo 
inthe moſt judicious eye of bim;chat more ſtrift- 
ly bears the.name of 2 Judge : His eye-is 
nat ſo ready toſee and cenſure.the —_ of a 
man,.;as. 1-15 to fee and love the beit. He is 
moſt earneſt in the beſt cauſe, and moſt affected 
to the beſt Lawyer that pleads before-him' ; 
For he knows that it matters much, whom 
the eye of the Judge doth moſt favour, And 
this be ſaid of that beauty, that either ſhould 
be in the eye,: or ſhould draw the: eye un- 
co 1t, 7 780 
There 1s yet, a third thing in the eye, by 
wnjch nature hath made it more uſefull to 
the body, B 3 a] 
'That 


(12) 

'Thatit is theoofly. forntarn of pity :- The 
dore where we fend out our tove : 'T tie paſſage 
of ouy tears : and the belt Interpreter of onr tn- 
ward metcy and-compaſsion (I ſpeak not for too 
much-pity of MalefaEtors, but jult pity of 
the — ro tmans of all 6ther , muſt 
not ve left out, if we rtion a JÞadee to 
the Eye : For we all en land by Ge >. for» 
mer without this,” "T'otell him that he is in the 
higbeft place, isto-make him proud; und-char 
he is the molt plorius and beautifull party ivto 
make him yet more proud: butt, make him 
the.tendreft part, and that from which (of all 
other)we chiefly look for love - and: pity -: 
chat is it that:cannot but movehim. And:this, 
I know not, whether it may be mare urged, 
from the eye, or from the feet Ye tender Are 
both of them, the feet'no leſs thenthe eye, 
the'yeins meetinga]l there, and makmg them 
alſocaſily affeGted torhe quick with the leaſt 
touch, And therefore for this (my Lords) 
having two wayes to urge it, I may preſume 
we are {ureito ſpeed, [upad tam equos rerum 
Judices] Ando we:fhould do,though it were 
not urged at all. - 

0 
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(13) 
To pity the Innocent, to commiſerate the 
diſtreſſed eltate of the poor, It needs wo Pere 
ſaafwn ;, all good natures bring it with them 


from their Cradles : Only this is aur miſery; 


Great fortunes (they lay.) aſe to alter our diſ- 
pps and many, - when they are come to 
eLreat men, are fau to be intreated to put 
on the natural affeCtion.of men, 
_ "Anatomiltstell us,: that m the eye of man 
there 4s a muſcle, 1þ4t lifts it upwards (and fo 
I confels it-fhoald be, not in pride, but in 
fomeHdetter ejaculations towards heaven.) 
But there is a Connexionin theſe words of 
my Text, which, like a {trong muſcle, ſeems 
todrawithez yes of the Fudge downward, as low 
as may be;. He is made che eye to the blind, 
and the feet:to the lame : and therefore ſhould 
his cave and overfuht of the poor, and father- 
leſs, and widow be like the defares of the eye, 
never ſatisfied, but with thedight and fuccour 
of them, : And then (omewbat would be done in 
reference to the feet, which now we cometo. 
For;anearchallengewe have to theJudge, 
as he is the eye; but (to makeit ſure) here 1s 


another part of my 'Text, that makes him wr 
the 


(14) 

the more ours, and.puts him yet the more 
in mind of what we may expect from him, 
It is not enough for him to fit aloft in the 
chiefeſt Caſtle of the body, like an imperious 
exe, and perhaps be a little aff-Eted with the 
crobl of it, The eye 15. of it [ſelf the buſu-t 
meniDsr, and will be ever employed in 'the' 
variety of ſeveral:'objeEts. And ſo mult they 
be that are the eyes of the Common-wealth, 
ever 1 aCtion," Reſt muſt i be rather: for others 
then:them : 'That is fomething more thenwe 
| heard before, Bur: that is too little to-ſet our 
the labour ofa good Judge,” We mutt bring 
the Metaphore down to the very feet; rather then 
not expreſs this tothe very full, (Ic i$che- feer 
that-are to bear the burden 'of the whole body; 
and rbat:muit fall to the DT he 
will be like Jobim goodnels'as well as great- 
neſs, He muſt be the' pillar, the prop, the 
foot of the Common-wealth, yes, of the meane 
part of it :  T-awas the foot tothe Lame\(ſaith Fob 
there.) FIGHT | oo 

We-need not £0 farre to learn. that, "The 
name of a King (the ſupreme Head and Judge 
over all) nl this m the Greek, 'The 

; young 


15) 
young 'Scholars will tell you that fenics (A 
os 15 8dns ads, the very foundation, the /ow- 
art of all. So is ww3 in Hebrew (the 
name of a Prince or great man-of 2 (to 
bear) becauſe be takes the burthen, and care of 
others upon himſelf : He 1s the foot as well as 
the e Je. 
This was Plinte's DialeCt, to expreſs thy 
care 'of- Trajan, Inceadts pedibus, ambulas 
inter nos, ſaith he, in Paneg yr:: where [ambu- 
lare] hath the ſame ſenſe of publick conver- 
faction that Tv in the Hebrew, often hath in 
the old 'Teſtament, And in the Creek , gun» 
and mea have 'in the new, Ambulare, in 
this notion, when it -is uſed of Princes (of 
ſuch as' Trajan) it doth as good as tell us, 
that ſomething of importance 1t 1s expeCted 
he ſhould do, by which ſucceeding ages, as 
by ſeveral footſteps, may trace him out, and 


find an eaſier way to the publick good, 


Shall T put you in mind of the language 
wherein 'Hobab, Moſes his Kinſman, expreſ- 


ſed the great trouble that Moſes had m jug, Numb.17. 


ing the people, [S m_—_ tecum onus popu h 
on non ſolus graveris] 
Put 


- — 


(16) 
Put them together, :aiid: here 1s.both ew-- 
bulare and. ſauſtentare : and (of the two) this 
ſuſtentare is more properly the uſe of the foot, 
And ſoit is-of Judges, and the greateſt and 
nobleſt among(kmen, 'The whale body, eſpe- 


 Ctally the blind aud the lame, (the weakelt part). 
'muſt rely upon them, And though I ſpeak much 


for [ſuftentere]. yet I beſeech you Cmy gaod 
Lords) remember [amhulare} too; And,whent 
you, walk about in your ſeveral Circuits (to 


ſee the-rumes of the land) think- wpon the 


great Judge that ſays, Scrutabor Jeruſalem mn 
lucerms] And make this your comment/up- 
on'it, andthe Application for every Judge . 
inhis own perſon, I will be the eye to the blind, 


- and feet to the lame Gn my Circuit? to: find | 


them out, and to help and ſupport: them. - 
I know you will give me leave toſay ſo, And 
we all hope (my good Lords). that you will 
be ſuch Searchers, and ſuch Laghts,, and ſuch 
Eyes mcvery Circuit, wire you come, 


And then the next thing I havetto ſay; ſhall 


Pſal. 25.5. 


be only this : Ride on,| and good luck have you 

with yoar Honor, Let your T able be richly deck- 

ed, and your head refreſhed with ayl,.' aud your 
T4 | | | | C up 


the parts together again (the eye and the 


ſees what is to be done, and Foot that is able to 


| (17) 
P overflow ; and (mvre then that) Ler 
all the eyes that ſee you, bleſs you, and Let all 
the feet that come near you bow down unto you : 
For you are the eyes to the blind, and the feet to 
the lame, | 


You ſee, as my 'Textdoth, ſodoI; Ijoyn 


foot.) And ſo it agrees well every ways. the 
Eye of Honor and Contemplation, and the 
foot of Labour and PraEtice ; 'The Eye that 


go about it, When theſe are joyned together, 
what title can we give them good enough ? 
They are like Starres (in their ſeveral orbes) 
that impart che benefit of their ligfit and mo- 
tion to the inferiour bodies, Like another great 
Elias [Curras & Auriga Iſraelis] The Charriut "ny 

and the Horſeman of Iſrael : The Charriot(to [ 
carry the burden ) and the Horſeman or | 
Waggoner . (toſee and direct the way, that 
is [Oculns & Pes] the Eye and the Foot. 11 
Which are ever fo well mer, that the Pro- [ 
phot Iſaiah puts them (rt other terms) into == \ | 
the promiſe of a future happy government, | | 
Erunt Reges natnitit tw, Kengs ſhall be thy nur- 49. 23. | | 
. | C ſg _ 
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(18) 

fog Pathers , and Queens thy nurſong Mo- 
thers, Nurſung Fathers, and Nurſing Mothers, 
What's that ? to carry them about (as it were) 
in ther boſomes : To he ther eyes and their feet. 
I cannot put it wto better words then thoſe 
of my Text. 

For let the Nurſe leay the Child a while to 
it ſelf, and it will ſoon appear, that the poor In- 


fant had no other eyes or feet (to help ut ſelf with- 


all) but only thoſe of the Nurſe, And let thoſe 
that God hath ſet over us, either leave the 
people to themſelves, or be forced foto leave 
them. And then tell me, if ſuch a people 
would not ſoon prove, as theſe are mn my 
Text, blind and lame, And happy then would 
be the feet of thoſe that could bring us ty- 
dings of one that would be (in Job's deſcrip- 
tion) Oculus caco, & pes claudo} Eye to the 

blind, and Foot to to the lame. 
| But here I muſt ſtop : For, now (my 
Lords) I have finiſhed the greateſt part of my 
Task. If you will give me leave to ſearch a 
liccle farther into. Job's meaning, it may be 
we ſhall find, that this verſe contauns the 
Form,the Soul, and the Eſſence of a good Jute. 
Or 
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(19) 

For, ofall the parts and members of the 
body, only theſe two are peculiarly attribu- 
ted unto the foul, 'The Underſtanding is the 
Eye, the Aﬀettions are the Feet, and theſe two 
make up the whole ſoul, - 

And again,theſe Eyes in my text,though in 
ſome ſenſe they may be underſtood of the bo- 
dy policick;yet in no ſenſe can they be under- 
ſtood of the body of a man : For though it 
be again(t reaſon, that the greater light ſhould 
be extinguiſhed by the leſſer. Yer, fo it falls 
out, that corporal eyes rather trouble the undey- 

ſtanding in the courſe of Juſtice : Therefore we 

uſe to paint Juſtice rather blinded, then ha- 

ving the liberty of ſuch eyes. And thoſe fa- 

mous Judges among the Crrecians in Aveto- 

pago were wont to fit at midnight, that they 

might not diſcern the difference of any man's 
erfon, 

Jon. thirdly, If we ſearch what may be 
the meaning of it, which is the ſureſt way, 
by the law of m_—_ , then we ſhall both 
confirme this ſenſe of the words, and gain 
ſomewhar elſe unto rt. 


| For, what do you take to be meant by the 
C 2 ; blind 
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(20) 


blind and the lame , in this . reference to 2 


Judge, 
Sure, If we xeferreic to the under-officers 


of Juſtice (which his eye mult chiefly. ob- 
ſerve and guide,) What is Blindneſs in the In. 
formess, in the Wuneſjes, tu the Fury, in the 
Pleaders, but- ouly Ignorance. And, whac 
15 Lameneſs on theis parts, but the tedious pro- 
txaGtion of poor mens Suits, or what elſe 
(of that nature), effends-the [currat: lex] the 
þmaft courſe-of- Juſtce. = 

Now then, to build uponthis, it Blendeſs 


| and Lameneſs, be Igor ance and Slowneſs, m 


thoſe. that; are to be guided by the Judge; 
what mult bis Eye be (in reference to; them) 
but the-E ye of Underſtanding, the eye of Wit. 


dome 2 And thus .t referres to-ſuch Officers 


of Juſtice as, are not worthy of that name, 
Then, (in a ſecond place) If theſe blind 
and lame referre to them that are tobe judg- 
ed to the [ret] that is to. them whoſe cauſe 
is whand : 'Then muſt blindneſs and lame- 
ves in: them be- nothing elſe but impotency 
& ability to help themſelves;which ſhould 
move: the Fudge like rod himdelF). to mchene 


rather 


( 21.) 


rather to the weaker fide ; not ta look vpon the 
preatelt through the optique-glaſs of his own 
afkeQtions, and fo to make them ſeem prea- 
ter and neaxex to him then they ſhould be, 
but to be the eye to the blind, and the feet to 
the lame, rather to bel, them that canuot otherwiſe 
help themſelves, 
| You ſeethe groundof what we are to ſay, 
Now, to ſet upon it in particular, 

'The firſt ranck of ourblind men, are fuch 
[in the: Courts of Juſtice) as ſhould be the 
eyes to the Judge ; but ſome way or other 
_n fo blinded, that he 1s fain to find eyes for 
them, na | 
And (that we may difcover them the bet- 
ter)theix-ignarance will teachus to make them 
of twe kinds,. according to the cauſe of their 
blindneſs ; fome of them being blinded by 
groſs ignorance, which we call 2yauarw] inipan 
others by affected. ignorance gyruarneſe Heteny. 
And of the two, the latter are themore dan- 
gerons, and. call for a greater caveat from 
the Judge, For, they can indeed, but they 
will not pierce any further then to the ſcum 
and top of things ; wherein, to fay truth, we 


are 


(22) 

are apt to offend moſt of us, It may well 
paſs for an epidenical diſeaſe : for it is notour 
1pnorance, but our hope, and fear, and love, 
and anger, and hate, thatis commonly fuffe- 

red to in up our {1ght in darkneſs, and lead 
us blindfolded into all error, All which are 
ſo ordmary, that Solomon accounted them 
for wile men, that had thety eyes in their heads, 
For many have found out new devices, b 
placing their eyes where they ſhould not be 


(in the hand, rather thenin the head) by that 
means ſeeing more where they have ſome 
feeling of the cauſe, then where. their heads 


might better dire them, 


If there be any ſuch that hear me this day, 
it is likely, they do not ſee any ſuch things in 
themſelves, For what ſight can we expect in 
blind men ? yet perhaps ina Sermon, by the 
help of the Preachers candle, they may be- 
gin to ſee a glimmering light of whar they 
ſhould : But when they come to theirold 
places of gain, their old thoughts meet them 
afreſh, as familiarly as if they hadleft them 
there till their return, 

And this, I would it were their fault alone. 

There 


(23) 
There we erre too, all of us, whatſoever we 
think of our worſt affeEtions in Grods houſe, 
when their uglineſs is ript up,we ſhall eafily 
come to our old former opinions, when we 
come to the former places of our practiſe, 
unleſs (with the Lamiz) we Could leave our 
old eyes at home, and Carry new and better . 
along with us, 

I have been the larger in this diſcovery of 
their blindneſs, as being the cauſe of another 
vice that follows after it : For in that me- 
thod my Text brings them in ; firſt the blind, 
and then the lame, 4 lame pace muſt.needs pro- 
ceed from that blindneſs. : And whenwe have 
found the cauſe of the one, we may ſafely 

reſume- that to be the cauſe of the other 
alſo, If their blindneſs proceed from groſs 1gno- 

Trance, that is it that makes their delayes, If it 
row from affefted 1gnorance, if Ny or paſſion 

Nand between them and wiſdome, then they 
are lame ; they go ſlowly. (inthe courſe of law) 

. for the ſame cauſe, That is it that makes che 

Tryal creep ſo-flowly, or rather ſoflily for- 

ward, that it carrieth with it no witneſs of 

any proficiency, 'That is it that makes them | 

Crie 


024) 
crie with the ſluggard,. yet a Gittle, andyer 
a little, while the poor man's cauſe turns about 
like the dore on her on es, and 1s never the nea- 


 rer to what it ſhould be, after all their de- 
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layes, 

| "© here I would be underſtood with ſome 
caution ; for I know the uſe and the need of 
quſt demurres, The Romans bad it Gn their law) 
under the terme of [Ampliare] as aPPEars by 
more then one place in 7ul/zes Orations, In 
the Grreek we find it under the name of «a. 
8a ( 1n the Apoſtle Pauls caſey 5 #int dnpd: 
aw; Felix put them off for a while, and took 
an [amplius deliberandum) a demorari, that is, 
a demurre,, 'This was a good piece of wiſ- 
dome and juſtice in Felix ; and if Felix had 
[taid here, he had:done well , and been like 
his name, But go along with him to the 26, 


verſe of this chapter : And there is ſuch a de- 


lay of juſtice, as makes littie for Felix his cre- 
dit, The words go thus, Felix hoped that 
mony would have been given him of Paul), that. 


© be maht looſe bim, Felix his fink demurre, 


verſe 22, was fit to be uſed for juſtice ſake: 
Bat ſuch as his laſt, and tedious __ _ 
alc 


| ( 25 ) 
baſe ends of bis own, that is it I would nor 
have, and-that is the fault which puts theſe 
delayers of Juſtice mto the number of lame 
men, Whoſe feet ſeem to crawl, rather then go, 
if ſome bodies hands be not quick nog : 
an honelt man may ſoon beas farre as heaven 
before them, 

Pardon me (my honoured Lords) for ſpeak- 
ing of any blind and lame men, in the Courts 
of Juſtice, For I confeſs I know none that 
are ſo, and I hope there are no ſuch here, 
But we have learned the more to fear other 
Profeſſions, by that we ſee. too often in our 
own, All that areof our Coat ſhould be (as 
it is of you in my Text) the eyes to the blind, 
the Seers of Iſrael, and the Lights of the land, 
But even into that holy Order, many blind 
ouides are crept in fwe know not how) And 
one that 1s truly il-v7@, a good Overſeer 
would do well : And if he fail, there is 
af& iylaru@;, an eye from Heaven, that ſees 
all. Soit is perhaps in the courſe of Law, 
Many clear CYCS there are 3 Many good Law- 
yers. Cod be thanked. But becauſe blind men 
may ſtumble upon their places ; therefore a 

| D Judge 


2 G0) 

Judge there muſt be (a clearer Eye: >) And 
if he fail, Deus ftatin medio Deorum (aith the 
Pſalmiſt) that is, inmedro Fudicum, as the 

Hebrew word'is taken; | ou 
So, for the other: member of my.'Text, 
we ſhould be all like feet to the lame, ſureſt to 
Stand faſt, and cloſeſt to them that need us moſt. 
But, becauſe many. of us halt between two 0- 
mons, 1t 1s to be ſuſpected, that ſome in 
aw may halt as much between two cauſes, 
and being feed on both. parts, will not [tir a 
foot to help either, And though umdeed theſe 
are no parts of the body , no more then 
wooden legs; yet Cof all other) they muſt 
not be touched on the blind fide : Every ſmall 
reprehenſion galls them, becauſe it calls 
their eyes home, to ſee a glitnpſe of what 
they ſhould be, 
But now I have done with thoſe blind 
Cripples, I will only commit them to the 
eye of the Judge ; it muſt behis wiſdome 
to ſee the cauſe fare never the worfe for 


their ſakes, Upon him we rely much ; And 
If the eye be fmgle, all the body will be ſo : but 
of the eye be darkneſs,how great is that darkneſs # 

os | If 


(27) 
If there beany defect in the inferiour Of- 
 ficers of Juſtice, the danger 1s the leſs, and 
1t may: tae more be.born with, But if the 
ege offend —you know what follows, pluckit 
out, He would not have-ſaid fo, that is the 
Judge of all .:; but toſhew us how the grea-. 
teſt-danger as urthar, ' As needs it muſt be ; 
for the beſt thing corrupted, is the worſt : 
A bad man is the worſt of all creatures, and 
anevil Eye is the worlt of all members, 
There is no paſſage more eaſe for entry 
of vice, then by the cranny of the Eye : For 
it is alwayes buſte about ſome thing, it is of 
too fine and quick a mettal to love idleneſs : 
Tf it be not employed as it ſhould be, it will 
be employed as it ſhould not':. And fo the 
whole body may fare the worſe for the Eye, 
As it may for the feet too ; If they be lame, 
the whole body 1s unconſtantly carried on ci- 
cher {ide : For (till I muſt joyn them both 
topether.;-and ſo muſtevery good Judge that 
will:be like-to this pattern here, the eye tothe 
blrady\ and the:feet to the lame. L:, 
Hitherto we have ſeen what ſhould be the 
provident care of the Judge to any =_ or 
” ame 


(28) 
lame under him, that'is, to any that may 
obſcure or hinder the cauſe, 

Now, what is the end of all this 2 but on- 
ly that he may be able to help, an other rank 
of blind and lame, the poor Priſoners, the weak 
Defendants, the impotent Widows and Orphans 
or any other, that being wrongfuJly called 
in queſtion, know not how to . help them- 
ſelves. | G | 

When-the _ came near any blind, 
or lame, the 
«rwituy, earneſtly and affeEtionately behold 
them, If theſe eyes in my Text (our grave 
and learned Judges) will pleaſe to «lwiter, to 
look ſeriouſly upon them, How many ar- 
guments may they eſpie in 'the poorett In- 
" Nocents, that could not but move them un- 
to pity? _ D192 TOT Yeu t 

In every one of them, they look upon the 
Image of God, that 1s ſo obſcured :---- and 
they look upon thery own nature, that is ſo af- 
flicted.In what” heavy plight ſooverithey are, 
they are the members of the-fame body with 
themſelves ; and therefore no pearls'ſhould 
move their eyes ſo.much, as the. tears of a 

Poor 


v1 


cripture faith they would 


(29) 
| poor Innocent, 'They are able to move God 

himſelf, who keeps them ma bottle as a rich 
treaſure, They are no eyes that ſee not this : 
and if they fo paſs it over, and look -for 0- 
thers to'.come and help them, in vain is it 
that they are ftil'd [the eyes to the blind, and 
the feet to the lame. ] = - 

| Nay, it is not enough tochelp ther in this 
caſe, that. is, only to be their hands, or their 
feet ; the ground of their helpmuſt firſt come 
from.a tender.eyer;: What is it toxelievea man 
m miſery, with as lictle care and affeCtion, 
as if we did it to'a dog ? The better judge- 
ment of ſuch a deed 1s from the eye, zf that 
be chearfull, and well afteEted in the doing 
of it. And if theſe eyes here be not thus affe- 
Eted, they will once be ſorry that ever they had 
the honor to be eyes : therefore.m Crods name, 
letthem look egually and friendly upon all, 
- But if there be any difference in the perſons 
of men, here it is, God hath made them the 
eyes to the blind, and the feet to the lame, 
If they leanitoany fide, the beſt way 1s, to lean 
tothe weakeſt, 'This.is oneting, 
- And again” (which is a ſecond motive) 

| Who 
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Who ſo eafily abuſed ,' as the 'blind and the 
lame ? therefore rod hath made the greateſt 
Jadges to be their Patrons, their eyes and 
their feet, i HL Pk 

And:.this may beget a great confidence ina 
poor man : If he fee with' the eye of the 
Judge, he need not be afraid- toi meet this 
enemy 1 the face-': - If he ſtand upon':their 
feet, whoſoever riſeth up againſt him, he is 
{ureto:ftant:faft,: © We BOW 903 7 £3991 

And 1s it-not able ts breed as'much'terrour tn 
"1s adaerſary;Shall any man dare to-grindthe 
face of thepoor, when the Judge faith, he is 
the eye to the poor, 8 therforemult not ſpare 
them, that ſo nearly provoke his angry eye, 
Dare any man trample upon: the poor, . and” 
think to raiſe himſelf by their fall? When 
the Judge faith, he 1s: the.feet tothe poor, 
and therefore cannot but be as ready to tram- 
- ple upon him again, $44390 

For, how can any good Judge but beaf- 
fected with their cauſe, ſince he muſt 1ma- 
gine himſelf. in their perſon? It 1s the;-only 
thing, that Lyſrus makes Euphiletus defire of. 
the Judges, in his Oration againſt Eratoſthe- 


nes, 
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nes , mel mas av minoniuny, 9c. I delire no more 
(faith he) but that you would imagine this 
inzgry done to your ſelves ; and when you 
have made it your owncaſe, I know it can- 
not but much affte& you, - , | 

'The like you have mn Demoſthenes rem Korw- 
'@-. *AZts miyuy Vi4e5 wore Ky yg i870 muy, oye, that 
is, Put on the ſame affection in my cauſe, 
which you would do if it were yours. 

I know not how any may be moved by 
theſe arguments ; without them (me thinks) 
it were motive enough from thetr own ſatisfatti- 
on : For there may come a time, when old Age 
may rank the greateſt Potentates and Judges of 
the earth, and beſt of men, in the number of 
blind and decrepit, and lame, rob'd of all their 
health, and outward contentment. And chen 
there wilt be no pleaſure, to the medication. 
of their former good deeds, -T hey are only 
valerous then that are not afraid to think of 
themſelves, that dare ask account of their 
own lives (as Job did here) and can anſwer 
themſelves in his words, Twas (once) the eye 
to the blind, and the feet to the lame. "That puts 
me m.,mind of another Argument, left m my- 

| _—_— Text, 


— 


| (32) 
'Text, and with that 1 will conclude, 

T was (faith Job) I was the eye---He took 
opportunity of doing good white he had thoſe bagh 
places, In which (though a man would have 
chought him ſtrangely ſeated) yet, the event 
proved, that height unable 'to ſecure him 
from that danger. He was once the ege to the 
blind--- yet now the blind and the lame were in 
a farre better caſe then he, 'who ſo poor as Job ? 
And 1tis-meer indeed, that all of us (eſpeci- 

ally great men) ſhould (tand thus tickle. 
This jogs them as much as pleaſure lulls them a- 
ſleep. This whiſpers m thetr ears, not to paſs 
che fair opportunity of doing good to others, 
left, when the ftroke comes upon themſelves, 
they have cauſe to expect as little, 7 
For greatneſs hath no other circuit, nox ought 
: any manto dream of any other, then that, 
for which all power, honor, and wealth, is 
given to-him-; to ſupport the weakneſs of other 
mens fortunes, and to be (as ob was. in his 
greatelt glory) the eyes to the blind, and the' 
feet ro the lame, 

And now (my good Lords) ITſhall tre(- 

paſs no more upon your patience, then to 


put 
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ut you in mind, that this text ts only your 
text, and the application muſt be yours, by keep. 
2 the ſame Pronoun' to it that ob doth 
here'z 1'wasthe eyes, I was the feet, They 
' arenot: words for any of usto ſpeak in ſuch a 
compleat ſenſe as you can : And fo ever ac- 
count them as the'belt priviledge that you 
have, St, Paul would not communicate his 
bonds to any (except theſe bonds, faich he.) 
Be you as dainty: of theſe titles, keep the 
verſe (till in the ſame number, and make ic 
good 1n your own perſons, 

And though you be two commonly joyn- 
ed together in your Circuits, ſothat (a man 
would think) 1t were language good enough 
to ſay , We two were-the: eyes to the blind, 
and the feet to the lame, Yet, if you be rul'd 
by my 'Text, that 1s rot enough, you muſt 
keep the number as ſtrictly as- Fob did in. the 
Hebrew [=2y 2x and 2»yy3/118] I was therr 
two' eyes, and thetr two. feet) ſaith he in the 
duall number, EEE os 1: 3.7 

Nor did he keep it, the tongue only,. but 
in hs prathiſe, He never blinks to the:.Rich 

| E with 


(34) - 
with ontie eye, whule he caſt the! other wpon-the 
poor. While he ſet one foot forward to hely 
the poor, he. never kept: the other backward to ſe- 
cure the'rich © Vlis-two eges-were for the blind, 
and his two feet for the '{ame. All this (to be ' 
ſurcon) he ever did 2x hes own perſon, ego ocu- 
lus; 1 was the two eyes, He did not patit off 
to others, inhopethey would do it for him. 
And that is: the ſureſt way, for every. man 
char looks for the reward, in his own perſon 
too,” For chere will.come a day at the great 
Aſliſe of the whole world, when this T'exc 
will be. thoughe none of che weakeſt pleas - 
for the)Kin i0f; _  Kecerve - 
Kingdome Gaith thegreat Ju gx of all: ) way 
; _ yor jd. he —% fed them, 
cabed them, &c, 

Bur none: have ack viſications as you 
ave 10-yous; Cirouits, /nane; have ſuch. op- 
porcutiinies to makes this pleaigood, egy eran 
oculus twcb=is.! Wonder not:that: Fob laid fo 
confidently, I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that: ſhall. ſte bim with "beſs eyes, Here 
i5' cynngs ground of his: confidence ,, gore 


(35) 
had been the eyes to the blind, and could not 

 butbeſo rewarded, 

. Which happy reward, we humbly be- 
ſeech that great Judge of all, Jeſus Chriſt, 
the righteous, out of the riches of his mercy - 
to below upon you in the laſt day, 

Towhom, as you do, we all deſire to a- 
ſcribe y all Honour and Glory, now 
and for ever. 


